io December
anxieties: the first was the effect that this kind of criticism would
have in the Dominions and particularly in Canada and in this
country; then he reminded the King of what he had often told
him and his brothers in years past: that the British monarchy
was a unique institution. The Crown in this country through
the centuries has been deprived of many of its prerogatives,
but to-day, while that is true, it stands for far more than it ever
has done in its history. But while this feeling largely depends
on the respect for the monarchy that has grown up in the last
three generations, it might not take so long, in face of the kind of
criticism to which it was being exposed, to lose that power far
more rapidly than it was built up, and, onee lost, he doubted
if anything could restore it.
The next time Mr. Baldwin saw the King was on Monday,
November 16, at Buckingham Palace. By this time the decree
nisi had been pronounced in the divorce case. Mr. Baldwin told
the King that he did not think that particular marriage was one
that would receive the approbation of the country. It would
have involved the lady becoming Queen. He pointed out that
the position of the King's wife was different from the position
of the wife of any other citizen in the country; it uas part of the
price which the King has to pay. His xvife becomes Queen; the
Queen becomes the Queen of the country; and therefore in the
choice of a Queen the voice of the people must be heard.
"Then," Mr. Baldwin continued, " His Majesty said to me
—I have his permission to state this- that he wanted to tell
me something that he had long wanted to tell me. He said, 'I
am going to many Mrs. Simpson, and I am prepared to go/
I said, 'Sir, that is most grievous news, and it is impossible for
me to make any comment on that to-day.' I le told the Queen
that night; he told the Duke of York and the Duke of Gloucester
the next day, and the Duke of Kent, who was out of London,
either on the Wednesday or the Thursday; and for the rest of
the week, so far as 1 know, he was considering the point."
The King next sent for him on Wednesday, November 25.
In the meantime it had been suggested as a possible compromise
that the King should nuirry and that an Act of Parliament
should be passed enabling the lady to be the King's wife without
the position of Queen. The King asked whether this proposi-
tion had been put to Mr. Baldwin, and he replied that it had.
The King asked him informally his first reaction to this sugges-
tion. Mr. Baldwin replied that Parliament would never pass
such a Bill, but if he desired it he would examine it formally.
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